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SUBJECT: SWAPO TRIAL 

REP: PRETORIA 2685 

1. AFTER ONE-MONTH POSTPONEMENT, ON JULY 23 SWA SUPREME COURT 
RESUMED TRIAL OF SWAPO YOUTH LEAGUE OPFICE-BEARERS EZRIEL 
TAAPOPI AND JOSEPH KASHEA. EMBASSY INFORMED BY WINDHOEK 
SOURCES THAT DEFENSE ATTORNEYS BELIEVE TRIAL SHOULD BE ENDED 
IN TWO OR THREE DAYS. HOWEVER, ATTORNEYS EXPECT JUDGE PRESI- 
DENT BADENHORST WILL RESERVE HIS DECISION UNTIL LATER DATE. 

2. EMBASSY POLITICAL OPFICER TIERNEY IS IN WINDHOEK TO OBSERVE 
TRIAL. WE UNDERSTAND BRITISH AND SWEDISH EMBASSIES ALSO HAVE 
SENT OBSERVERS, AND IT IS EXPECTED THAT BRITISH LAWYER, 

CEDRIC THORNBERRY, WILL OBSERVE AGAIN ON BEHALF OF AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL AND LAWYERS' COMMITTEE. 

3. ACCORDING TO TWO RELIABLE SOURCES IN WINDHOEK, NEWS- 
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PAPER REPORT THAT SIX SWAPO DETAINEES WERE FREED WHEN 
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THOMAS KOMATI WAS RELEASED ON BAIL IS INCORRECT. THUS, 

DESPITE RELEASE OE KOMATI AND SWAPO NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
DAVID MERORO (PRETORIA 3147 AND CAPE TOWN 0342), ABOUT 
NINE SWAPO AND SWAPO YOUTH LEAGUE MEMBERS, IN ADDITION TO 
TAAPOPI AND KASHEA, REMAIN IN DETENTION. 

HURD 
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